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PANTHERS UNDEFEATED

LARPING AT THE GYM

Eastern wins games against Dayton and
Wright State over the weekend.

Live action role playing club meets
at the McAfee gymnasium.
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Workgroups
ask for
feedback

Spinning the wheel

Staff Report | @DEN_News

JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Art teacher Janahn Kolden demonstrates proper technique for spinning clay on a pottery wheel during a class at Mattoon High School. Kolden is
teaching her third consecutive (fifth overall) pottery wheel class. She said she started teaching the classes to the public after being asked to from
interested individuals. Kolden said she hopes the members of the six-session class will be able to make pottery they are able to either place on a
mantle or hopefully eat out of.

Executive order affects
international students
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Following President Donald Trump’s
executive order suspending immigration from seven Middle Eastern countries, international students from these
areas are being asked not to travel within or outside the United States by airplane until further notice.
This information was relayed in an
email sent to international students on
Monday.
Austin Cheney, interim chair of the
Office of International Students and
Scholars, said some Eastern students are
from the area affected by the executive
order, which are Syria, Yemen, Sudan,
Somalia, Iraq, Iran and Libya.
If the students who live in any of
these countries go home, they may not
be able to come back if the suspension
of immigration is extended, he said.
Summer travel plans will also need to
be suspended at this time, Brenda Cuellar, associate director of the Office of International Students and Scholars, said
in the email.
Cheney said no one knows if the ban
will go beyond 90 days, but the OISS
will keep monitoring the situation to
keep students safe.
He said he gave his personal contact information to students who might
have questions.
“We are being cautious but optimis-

tic,” Cheney said.
Cuellar said the OISS wants to affirm that all international students are
welcome at Eastern and in Charleston.
In a statement made Monday, Eastern President David Glassman echoed
these sentiments, saying the executive
order does not reflect the university’s
views.
“We are greatly disheartened by this
change in federal policy,” Glassman
wrote in an email sent to students.
Glassman said diversity is beneficial to campus, as differing cultures and
backgrounds reflect the world at large.
This semester, Eastern reached its
highest number of international students in history, with 436 students representing 42 countries.
Glassman wrote that the Office of
International Students and Scholars has
already reached out to all international students and the university is in the
process of reaching out to international
faculty and staff.
“It is our commitment that all individuals feel welcomed, accepted and at
home on our campus,” Glassman said
in his email.
Anyone who needs assistance can
contact the OISS at 581-2321 or the
Counseling Center in the Human Services Building at 581-3413.
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.

Several workgroups from the vitalization project will be having town hall
meetings to hear feedback from the
campus on their work.
Workgroup No. 8, Academic Visioning I, will have its meeting 3:30 p.m.
to 5 p.m. Thursday in the Grand Ballroom of the Martin Luther King Jr.
University Union.
Workgroup No. 9, Academic Visioning II, will have town halls from 4 p.m.
to 4:50 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 21 in
Coleman Auditorium and again from 4
p.m. to 4:50 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 28 in
the same place.
Workgroup Chairwoman Melinda Mueller, a political science professor, said in an email that the group will
present the current results of its analysis.
“Our focus has been three-fold; to
study the organization of academic colleges, schools and departments; to study
variable learning models, such as the academic calendar and online courses and
to study tuition models,” she wrote.
A PowerPoint presentation from
Workgroup No. 9’s town hall meetings
will be posted on the vitalization project website.
The group plans to make its presentations brief, Mueller wrote, but people
can email them later with feedback.
The News staff can be reached at
581-2812 or dennewsdesk@gmail.

Committee turns full attention
to philosophy
By Jason Hardimon
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
The Academic Program Elimination/Reorganization Review Committee officially decided to turn its attention to a review of the philosophy department during a meeting Monday.
Richard Jones, chair of the Academic Program Elimination/Reorganization Review Committee, proposed that the committee do this and
all members agreed.
John Emmett, a representative from
the College of Education and Professional Studies, said the Council on
Academic Affairs expressed that they
would have no concerns if the committee decided to review the three additional programs under consideration
for elimination or reorganization,
which are Africana Studies, adult and
community education and career and
technical development.
The CAA said they would only be
looking at the curricular impact of
eliminating courses, Emmett told the
committee.
Emmett said he favors a thorough
review of the philosophy department
over a review of the additional three
programs because of time constraints.
Jones said Jon Blitz, president of the
EIU-UPI, reiterated the position he

stated in the committee’s first meeting – that the committee only needs to
conduct a review of philosophy, as it is
the only program that could lead to a
reduction of Unit-A employees.
Jeanne Okrasinski, an at-large
member of the committee, said at this
point, the bachelor’s in adult and continuing education was going on hiatus
regardless of what the committee recommends.
The program has no intention in
going forward because it does not have
the necessary faculty, she said.
Frances Murphy, a representative
of the Lumpkin College of Business
and Applied Sciences, agreed with the
other members of the committee but
also suggested that the committee not
rule out some review of the other programs.
“I wonder if at the end of this process we might look again at these programs and see if we want make a statement, even if we’re not conducting a
full review,” Murphy said.
Considerations Moving Forward

Jones said as of Monday, the committee had no additional information on the profit and loss sheets that
had been provided from the vitalization project or from the final report of
Workgroup no.7, which originally suggested deleting or consolidating these

programs.
Jones said the profit and loss sheets
in the report did not account for honors courses and other “aberrations.”
Jones stressed that determining the
full value of a credit unit could be difficult and that the committee would
have to gather additional information
beyond what was supplied to determine this.
Sometimes departments will use
partial credit units for honors sections of particular courses. Jones said
the committee would need to consider how many ways a credit unit could
be parsed out.
Murphy suggested the committee consider how eliminating philosophy would affect Eastern’s ranking
in prominent publications compared
to other universities such as the U.S.
News and World Report.
Eastern’s ranking in the 2017 edition of the report is no. 40 among regional universities in the Midwest,
including private universities. It is
ranked no. 6 for regional public universities.
Jones said he suspects that part of
the committee’s preliminary draft of
their recommendations will have to include an interdisciplinary perspective.

Workgroup, page 3
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University of Illinois, Northwestern,
University of Chicago decry travel ban
CHICAGO (AP) — Illinois universities are speaking out
against President Donald Trump's
sweeping travel ban that has left
some students and professors
stranded abroad.
The University of Illinois System put out a statement Mon-

day saying its three campuses are
"greatly concerned" about the ban
and "strongly recommend that
students and scholars who might
be affected defer travel outside the
U.S." School officials say they're
working with those affected and
offering resources.

Northwestern University President Morton Schapiro said Monday that the Evanston school "will
refuse to provide information to
the federal government regarding
the immigration status of members
of our community." The school's
police also won't detain individ-

uals based on immigration status.
University of Chicago President
Robert Zimmer sent a letter Monday to Trump saying the "strongest
possible terms" that it's important
for the U.S. to continue to welcome immigrants.

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. (AP) —
Members of Illinois' largest publicemployee union are voting on whether to authorize a strike as contract
talks with Gov. Bruce Rauner's administration remain stalled.
The American Federation of State,

County and Municipal Employees
Council 31 vote is being held from
Monday through Feb. 19.
The vote doesn't guarantee a strike,
but will indicate whether union members want to give their bargaining
committee power to walk off the job.

State labor regulators have declared
the 2-year-old talks at "impasse." That
allows the Republican governor to
impose a contract and the union to
strike.
Earlier this month AFSCME offered a compromise that included for-

going general wage increases for four
years. A Rauner spokeswoman called
it "superficial."
Rauner's administration says it
seeking "commonsense changes,"
such as requiring a 40-hour work
week.

T h e D a i ly
Eastern News AFSCME holding vote on Illinois strike
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Syria warns safe zones are unsafe for civilians
BEIRUT (AP) — Syria warned
Monday of safe zones for civilians
that U.S. President Donald Trump
has expressed interest in creating, saying it would have to come in coordination with the Syrian government,
otherwise it would be unsafe and violate the Arab nation's sovereignty.
The announcement was made in
Damascus by Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moallem during a meeting with
the head of the U.N. refugee agency
UNHCR, Filippo Grandi, who began an official visit to Syria on Monday.
The announcement came about
a week after the Trump administration's expressed interest in setting up
safe zones for civilians in war-torn

Syria, an idea that was greeted with
caution by Russia and Turkey, who
have taken the lead in the latest peace
efforts to end the Mideast country's
devastating six-year war.
The idea of safe zones, proposed by
both Republican Donald Trump and
Democrat Hillary Clinton during the
U.S. presidential election campaign,
was ruled out by the Obama administration for fear it would put U.S.
aircraft in harm's way with Russia
waging an air campaign to aid Syrian
President Bashar Assad's forces since
September 2015.
The recent rapprochement between Russia and Turkey, a key backer of Syrian rebels which now has
thousands of troops in northern Syr-

ia, in theory makes the creation of
safe zones more achievable. So does
Trump's pledge to mend ties with
Moscow.
However, Syrian state news agency,
SANA, said the foreign ministry and
UNHCR officials agreed that any attempt to impose safe zones without
coordination with the Syrian government will be an "unsafe act and will
pose a violation of the Syrian sovereignty."
Meanwhile, Al-Moallem called on
all Syrians refugees who fled the war
in their homeland to return home,
pledging that the government will
meet all their needs. It was not clear
if the call was related to Trump's
signing of executive orders placing

a 90-day ban on travel to the U.S.
by citizens of Iraq, Syria, Iran, Sudan, Libya, Somalia or Yemen, and a
120-day suspension of the U.S. refugee program. Syrians are indefinitely
blocked from entry.
Syria's conflict, which began in
March 2011, has displaced half the
country's population and sent more
than four million Syrians as refugees,
mostly to neighboring countries.
SANA said al-Moallem briefed
Grandi on the "huge efforts" the Syrian government is exerting to improve the living conditions of its people and the displaced as well.
For his part, Grandi stressed that
the offering of humanitarian aid will
continue.
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RSO gets EIU dueling medieval-style

											

Workgroup

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Compared to other departments,
the philosophy department’s commitment to [general education] is not to
be underestimated,” Jones said.
According to page 31 of Workgroup no. 7’s final report, philosophy
may not be sustainable as a major on
its own.
In the philosophy department’s rebuttal to Workgroup no. 7’s final report, it said the program has always
been best or second best when it
comes to student credit hour production.
Jones said the committee needs to
consider whether that information is
significant.
Okrasinski asked that the committee find out what the Workgroup’s definition of sustainability is.
According to the members of the
committee, Jonelle DePetro, chair of
the philosophy department, is ready to
prove that philosophy is “in the black”
financially.
Jones said the idea that reassigning
credit hour production to other areas
could be more profitable is driving the
administration’s review of these four
programs.
“So, it’s not about red or black…
It’s about another color: green,” Murphy said.
The committee will submit its final
report to the administration on March
15.
Jason Hardimon can be reached at
581-2812 or jrhardimon2@eiu.edu.
the

Love DEN
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By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
As several people chat among
themselves beside a stage strewn with
bags, two bulky, bearded men take to
the McAfee Gym floor.
Both wielding shields of leather
and foam, they take turns swinging at
each other with foam swords longer
than the men are tall.
This is Belegarth, the sword-fighting sport akin to live-action roleplaying, also known as LARPing, that has
sprung up across the nation in recent
years.
Different groups, called realms,
practice and compete with each other.
Weapons are classified as colors for
simplicity, with blue representing one
that can be wielded with one hand,
red representing a two-handed blade
and green representing a weapon that
is safe to stab with.
Mikel Welton, a sophomore applied engineering and technology major, attempts to whack his sparring
partner.
The sword meets the other man’s
shield, a black chunk of leather
marked with an eye-like symbol, a
small drawing of a pig and the words
“My Name is Mudd™.”
Welton’s strike fails to hit its mark,
and Alex “Mudd” McCune is untouched, as is his leather armor, bits
of which are over 50 years old.
“Nerd, nerd, nerd, nerd, nerd,
nerd, nerd,” McCune sings playfully,
striking back.
At Eastern, the Realm of Endrik, as
the university’s club is called, is preparing to host different universities
from across the state at a competition
in March.
“Weapons up,” Iulia Ionescu, firsttime president of the Realm of Endrik, shouted at a recent meeting.
A dozen foam weapons – including
an axe – are lifted into the air.
At Ionescu’s piercing bellow, leather hits leather in all-out “war.”
People are ducking and sidestep-
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Alex McCune, known as Mudd, from England practices larping with Mikel Welton, a sophmore applied engineering major in the Mcafee gym on monday afternoon. “It’s a fun way to relieve anger and stress” says Welton.

ping blows, laughing and chattering.
Each soldier, once hit, either ducks
out or sits down, and the last two
men standing are deemed captains for
the night.
“Nerd,” armor-clad McCune
taunts his street-clothed opponent,
lifting his shield to defend himself
from retaliatory jabs.
One particularly chatty secondgrader, Isabella, munches on a baggie
of strawberry Frosted Mini-Wheats
and reluctantly works on her homework as she watches her father, Matt
“Grak” Grigg, duke it out with a fiberglass-and-foam sword.
She gets a kick out of calling him
a zebra because of his striped T-shirt
and questioning club member Cody
Neal as he takes a breather with a
sword balanced on his head.
“I’m used to it,” Neal said with a
shrug. “I die a lot.”

The fight continues in a stalemate
and Ionescu calls out to her soldiers
in playful impatience.
“Are you all still alive?” she shouts.
“Kill each other! Hurry up and die!”
Among those waging war with
each other are Noah “Osric” Gent;
community member Chris Conrad;
Shelbyville High School junior Skylar Skinner; Shelbyville resident Jude
“Wenker” Schwenker, 21; Eastern
alumnus Michael Johnson and David “Elebrim” Giffin, an assistant drama coach at Charleston High School.
McCune dubs them all nerds.
Isabella said McCune is being
mean, adding that she does not want
to be a nerd.
Eventually, Ionescu separates the
Realm of Endrik into pairs, and unable to decide on a winner, declares
that “some team won.”
She groups new, inexperienced

members with the veterans and has
the fresh-faced novices switch off
from time to time.
At this time, veterans McCune,
Conrad, Giffin and Grigg remain
where they stand.
“I’ve been playing for a long time,”
said McCune, who is from England.
Conrad has been fighting since
2008, something that stems from his
love of martial arts as a child.
Giffin has participated in Belegarth
for 13 or 14 years, but none of the
veteran members have anything on
Grigg, who has been fighting for over
20 years.
The Realm of Endrik meets at 5
p.m. Mondays and Fridays in either
the library quad or McAfee Gym depending on the weather.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.

4 OPINIONS

T h e Daily Eastern News

W W W. DA I LY E A S T E R N N E W S . C O M

Tuesday, 01.31.17

True Love

Alex Bonnot

Heathcare
ministries
discriminate
in many ways

Today I learned about healthcare sharing ministries, otherwise known as faith-based plans. While
these plans cannot be considered insurance on a
technical level, they function the same way an insurance company does as far as monthly payments and
deductibles. The purpose of these plans is to organize people who are willing to help fellow members
pay off their medical bills. This is done because as a
faith-based group, it upholds what the Bible says to
“share one another’s burdens.”
This sounds fine and dandy, but receiving help
from these plans does have a catch, according to
Hillary Rosner of The New York Times.
According to Rosner, a question she was faced
with was “Should I Lie About My Beliefs to Get
Health Insurance?” In an article titled by her question, Rosner describes the struggle of trying to find
adequate healthcare in a system that is broken.
This is when Rosner discovered healthcare sharing ministries, which were far less expensive overall than any other healthcare option available. According to a brochure she looked at, the purpose of
the program was to help those who live healthy lifestyles. The brochure went on to list some examples
of who or what they would not cover.
For example, the ministry she looked at will not
provide preventative care, can deny giving aid to
people that smoke, and in her words, “If you are a
5-foot-6 woman and weigh more than 230 pounds,
they will not help you either.”
Immediately after reading this, I saw some red
flags. I am huge supporter of preventative measures,
and even though smoking is not something I like, it
seems unfair to deny smokers aid. I continued reading to see why Rosner faced the dilemma she did.
While I was able to look past what were considered reasons to deny aid, the standards that members had to adhere to really had my blood boiling.
In order to receive help, members have to sign
the statement of standards, of which there are seven. Of those seven, three force the potential member to say they agree that sexual relations outside of
marriage are wrong, that marriage can only happen
between men and women and that unless it is a lifethreatening situation, abortion is wrong.
Now, I understand that this is a faith-based plan,
but I think it is awful to make those the line between whether or not people get affordable health
care. All I get is an image of someone dangling the
idea of affordable health care over people’s heads,
only to take it away if they do not agree with their
morals.
I see this as pushing your beliefs on others, and
although it is faith-based, it is wrong. Especially
when Rosner explained that if one is under the plan
and they get pregnant out of wedlock, the program
will not help them.
First of all, how would they find out? Second of
all, the point of this program is to help others. This
mentality does the opposite.
In the end, Rosner did not sign the papers because like me, she could not agree with those principles, even if it was more affordable.
It is wrong to push your beliefs on others like
that, and although no one could force anyone to
sign those papers, there are some people that cannot
afford the luxury that Rosner can.
Stop forcing religion on others, please. Not everyone has to agree with your views.
Alex Bonnot is a senior English language arts
major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or
agbonnot@eiu.edu.
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Staff Editorial

Take time to look into small-time creators

During our editorial board meeting last
week, the staff of The Daily Eastern News discussed how to address Lions in Winter in an
editorial. We considered encouraging students to attend, but we knew our Friday comic would do the same thing. Alternately, we
thought about editorializing the event itself,
celebrating Eastern’s commitment to writing,
craft and creativity even in the face of a budget crisis.
While all these endeavors would have been
fitting editorials, we ultimately decided to go
with another, broader route. We wanted to
bridge the gap between Lions in Winter and
the day-to-day cultural lives of Eastern’s student body.
Being students, being content creators and
being active observers of campus life, we wanted to highlight small authorship, both on campus and in the larger world of media. Lions
in Winter highlighted published authors, of
course, but its emphasis of craft talks and student skill-building were indicative of the conference’s underlying focus.
Authors do not only exist on the bestseller
list. There are authors whose work can make

the most jaded soul weep even if their stories
never see a physical publication. Small ‘zines
can be every bit as much a literary experience
as the most well-established periodical. Columns and coverage in small-town papers can
achieve the same quality as pieces from national sources.
As creators of content featured in a small
publication, the staff of The News supports
small-time creators. We believe in the quality
and power of little-known products.
We are a staff of unknown bloggers, wellhidden cartoonists and musicians with more
compositions than pageviews. As much as we
try to support the creative endeavors of our coworkers, we are only so many people.
Something beautiful and special is lost when
budding authors are overlooked for the most
famous ones. There can be a certain appeal to
reading unknown works, or to seeing out and
celebrating content that you know is lesserknown. Sometimes it can make you feel closer
to the creator, and other times you might find
a niche that you happen to love that may never
make it to mainstream popularity.
Most importantly, though, we believe that

small authors and content creators deserve love
and publicity just like the biggest names and
best-paid creators. Art and literature are tricky,
demanding subjects no matter who tackles
them; having readership is the best reward for
such a taxing undertaking.
The staff of The News is dedicated to seeking out small creators. We support each other when we take risks in our writing or our
comics or our music. The Eastern community should take advantage of its resources to do
the same.
We recommend starting with Eastern’s own
literary publication, The Vehicle. When you
have your fill there, continue on to Bluestem,
or to any other regional publication. Stop in
at Sound Bank in Tuscola or at the Tarble gallery and see original art by people whose lives
might be intertwined with your own.
Better yet, dive into creator spaces on the
internet. Take a peek into the creative lives of
people halfway around the world, or from back
in your hometown.
We promise you will not be disappointed.
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.

Year is never too far gone to resolve
Many years ago, I was enmeshed into the
tradition of writing New Year's resolutions every eve of the New Year. At the Sunday school
I attended, the other boys and I were advised
(or exhorted, if you like) to write out New
Year's resolutions on fresh note pads. We did it
feverishly. Some went as far as pasting written
notes on walls.
But two months into the year, those pads
went missing, the resolutions were forgotten
and the will to keep on track collapsed into
rubble. Usually, I would slip into the same old
habits I had resolved to abandon and postpone the goals I had vowed to so passionately pursue. Yet, year after year, I would repeat
the same ritual, writing a long list of ambitious and bold plans, most of which never saw
the light of the day. I had always deluded myself that I had plenty of time, and could do tomorrow things I left undone today. But time
is such a slippery idea; it slips away faster than
you can say Jack Robinson.
Days ran into weeks, weeks unfolded into
months and months morphed into years. At
the end of each year, some of the dreams and
yearnings of the previous year remained what
they were: dreams. Others have faded into
memories of things I may never be able to accomplish. Looking back, sometimes I feel like
beating myself with a stick, but then I remind
myself there is no point crying over spilt milk.
Maybe I chose to forgive myself after all. I reasoned that I would rather pick up the shards
of half-realized yearnings and promises and to
make the best of it. This is one art I still have
not mastered.
But as far as resolutions go, I stopped writing them some four years ago or so. I just went

Kehinde Abiodun
with the tide and flow of things. Not that writing a resolution is a bad thing. In fact, I encourage it. However, sometime in January of
last year, I revisited my old tradition.
That day I was sitting in the lobby of the
Washington DC airport, awaiting a connecting
flight to Chicago when a young woman walked
across my way and took a seat beside me. She
was from Zimbabwe, and was going to school
in Cleveland. I initiated a conversation with
her; it was just small talk about this and that.
And then we broached the topic of resolutions, since it was the beginning of a new year.
She reeled off, in details, a list of what she
would accomplish in 2016 with the finesse of a
story teller as I listened carefully.
On the other hand, yours truly had no resolutions as at the time of the conversation. But
I did not want to sound like a non-conformist or to allow the conversation to end just yet.
So, when she asked me for my resolutions, I
thought for a long hard second and said I had
only one resolution. I was going to slay the
monster of procrastination that had plagued
me all these years.
There you go. That was my resolution for

the year. She looked at me, nodded several
times and wished me luck.
But wait—I had always known about the
dangers of procrastination, and yet did nothing
about it. I had always known that procrastination was the thief of time, as the adage goes.
In fact, my mother made a duty of drumming
the saying into my ears until I turned it into
a song. But that was all it was to me—a song
and a string of words, whose meaning my boyish mind did not fully comprehend.
My mother would never know how much I
procrastinated and lied, I am ashamed to say,
with a straight face that I finished tasks which
I had left uncompleted. If she reads this, she
would feel a smidgen of urge to chastise me
even now. Thankfully, there is no chance in the
world she will be reading this. But whatever
the case, it is now my funeral.
So, if you are like me who has left a trail of
unaccomplished resolutions behind in the past
years as a result of procrastination, and now
look back with some disappointment, well,
that is just the way the cookie crumbles.
Today is the last day in month of January.
Another one bites the dust. But there are eleven more months to make things right in 2017.
I have no new advice on how to make your
resolutions a reality if you have one. I have no
tips or nuggets of wisdom to offer, but I do
know that if you keep doing the right things at
the right time, you will be a step closer to the
mark. Good luck.
Kehinde Abiodun is an economics graduate
student. He can be reached at 581-2812 or
kaabiodun@eiu.edu.
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Humanities hosts
book club
By Angelica Cataldo
Managing Editor | @DEN_News

As part of an up-and-coming
program focusing on the concept
of mortality, the Center for the
Humanities, in conjunction with
members of the community, will
be hosting a book club in various
locations on and off campus.
The first book that will be read and
discussed is ¬¬Atul Gawande’s “Being
Mortal.”
English professor C.C. Wharram,
who is also the director of the Center
for the Humanities, said Gawande’s
book looks at the humanities
perspective on the idea of death
and mortality while also taking into
account the medical aspect.
“(We) will be dealing with all
sorts of issues regarding mortality,”
Wharram said. “We are all going
to die, but it’s something we don’t

necessarily want to think about.”
Although the community
conversations project, which the
book club is a part of, has yet to
get full funding, the Center for
the Humanities was able to receive
a microgrant from Illinois Speak
Humanities Council to start the book
club meetings.
With the amount of money given
from the microgrant, Wharram was
able to purchase enough books for the
75 participants.
Multiple meetings will be held
in different locations and different
dates and times so every member
can participate in the community
discussion.
Wharram was first introduced to
the book from a friend and colleague
Richard Sylvia who recommended the
book to him about two years ago.
Wharram then got in contact with

For more information
and a full schedule of
the book club meetings
scan the code.

James Hildebrandt, the vice president
of medical affairs at Sarah Bush
Lincoln Health System, who also
read the book and helped get the club
underway.
The 75 participants vary from
students and faculty to community
members including employees from
Sarah Bush Lincoln.
Wharram said he hopes the book
club draws more people to the
community conversations project and
could help lift the entire humanities
series off the ground for future
programs.
“We want to find people that are
interested and organize this into
something bigger,” he said. “We want
to generate community discussion. It
makes me think we can do something
in Coles County. Do something big.”
Angelica Cataldo can be reached at
581-2812 or amcataldo@eiu.edu.

BOB’S BOOKSTORE
TUESDAY, JAN. 31, 7 P.M.
601 MONROE AVE (MAIN SQUARE)

CHARLESTON C ARNEGIE
LIBR ARY
ROTARY ROOM

THURSDAY, FEB. 2, 5 P.M.
712 SIX TH STREE T

MAT TOON COMMON
GROUNDS
FRIDAY, FEB. 3 @ 5PM, , 1612 CHARLESTON
AVE, MAT TOON

THE KLEHM C AFE AT
EASTERN
KLEHM HALL

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 8, 12 P.M.
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Three sessions on how to research
and present a thesis will be given by
Booth Library faculty members this
semester.
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Lead the way

ANGELIC A C ATALDO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

ROTC hosted a leadership reaction course for the Men and Women’s tennis teams Monday night in the Lantz field house, where the two teams’ leadership skills were put to the test.
Jack Robison, senior military science instructor briefed the two teams on their objectives and sent them on their way to participate in various team building exercises that tested their
ability to lead one another. Those
included
such as all
but one
member of the men’s tennis team to be blindfolded and directed to move their teammate across the
The activities
New York
Timesthings
Syndication
Sales
Corporation
field while he was on a body stretcher.
The
women’s
tennis
team
participated
in
an activity where they were in a human knot and needed to unravel themselves. After every activity,
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
the two teams were given after actionFor
reviews
where members
of ROTC analyze and critique the teams’ performance. “It’s a really fun experience,” Senior accounting major Kelly Iden
Information
Call: 1-800-972-3550
said. “ It’s something we can apply both
and off Tuesday,
the court.” Iden
is on 31,
the women’s
For on
Release
January
2017 tennis team. These leadership courses are open to any organization on and off campus.

Crossword
ACROSS
1 Tease goodnaturedly
5 Knock down a
notch
10 Old-fashioned
outburst
14 ___ Bunt, “On
Her Majesty’s
Secret Service”
henchwoman
15 Gently protest
16 Some music in
Mumbai
17 *Valentine
outline
19 Cry at the start
of a poker game
20 Blood line
21 “___ you nuts?”
22 Trail for a dog
23 Summer clock
setting: Abbr.
24 *Cost to enter a
bar, maybe
27 Dress style
29 “Excusez-___”
30 Controversial
novel of 1955
32 *Folksy
37 With: Fr.

38 Nonkosher
entree
39 Excited and then
some
40 *What to do
when coming
face to face with
a bear
43 Partial rainbow
near the horizon
45 What framed
Roger Rabbit?
46 Watch a season’s
worth of
episodes in one
sitting, say
47 *Delayed
consequence
52 “Illmatic” rapper
55 Lose it completely
56 Thor or Loki
57 “All ___ lost”
59 Follower of
anything and
everything
60 Surprised
reaction … or a
hint to what can
precede both
halves of the
answers to the
starred clues
62 “Just do it”
sloganeer
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63 Doldrums
feeling
64 Forthwith, on a
memo
65 Throw in the
trash
66 Club in a sand
trap
67 Actor Ifans of
“The Amazing
Spider-Man”

Edited by Will Shortz
1

2

3

4

5

14

9

10

24
27

25

26
29

31

32

33

38
41
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19
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47
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DOWN
1 Crusade against
“infidels”
2 Stackable cookies
3 Know-it-all
4 N.H.L.’s ___
Memorial Trophy
5 Billboards, e.g.
6 Babysitter’s
request
7 Verb that’s
conjugated
“amo, amas,
amat …”
8 Parent who
“does it all”
9 Before,
poetically
10 ___ Kane,
resident of soap
TV’s Pine Valley
11 Devotee of
eSports
12 Ripening, as
cheese
13 “Purgatorio” and
“Paradiso” poet
18 Silent, as an
agreement
22 Clamber up, as a
pole
25 Go ___ diet
26 Dairy animal
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15

17
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44

46

50

51

55

52

56

57

53

54

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

PUZZLE BY HERRE SCHOUWERWOU

28 Spank
30 Research site
31 Ingredients in a
Caesar salad, to
Caesar?
32 New Year’s ___
33 Chill (with)
34 Humorist who
wrote “Candy /
Is dandy /
But liquor / Is
quicker”
35 Sound from a
26-Down

36 Ingredient in a
Caesar salad
38 Suffering from
senility, say
41 Pastoral piece?
42 Tiny
43 “___ ’em!”
(canine
command)
44 Loosen, as a bow
46 One getting a
bite at night?
47 007, e.g.
48 Leaf of a book

49 Jobs to do
50 Swords in modern
pentathlons
51 Lost’s opposite
53 “Good to go”
54 Staircase parts
58 Symbol to the
left of a zero on
a phone

CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
Fall 2017. Group of 3, 4, or 5 persons
needed for 1837 11th Street. Close
to campus. $300 per person. Will
negotiate price. Garbage included,
snow removal. No money down at
signing. Very nice 5 bedroom 3
bath, 2 laundry areas, detached garage for smokers, pet deposit required. Call or text (217) 728-7426.
_______________________ 01/31
Leasing for 2016-2017 affordable
1& 2 bedroom apartments, 6 & 4
bedroom house near campus great
location, Village Rentals
(217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/03
Looking for 5-6 responsible students to rent a nice house affordable for the right party interested in
pursuing an education at Eastern
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 2/03
Spring, Summer and Fall 1, 2, 3 & 4
bedroom apartments, as low as
$222.50. Some close to campus Carlyle Apartments.
(217) 348-77446
www.CharlestonILApts.com
________________________ 3/10

60 Mountain ___
(soda)

For rent
STUDIO, 1 & 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL
2017. Great locations. Please
contact us for more information.
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website
at ppwrentals.com
________________________ 3/13
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, townhouses, and apartments for 1-8
people. 1-3 blocks from campus.
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call
(217) 493-7559.
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apartments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting
at $250 a bedroom. For spring semester 2017, fall semester 2017. No
pets. Fully furnished except beds.
Off-street parking and laundry onsite. Some restrictions do apply.
Call or text (314) 334-3994.
_________________________ 5/2

10 Year Price ROLLBACK!
1-2 PERSON RENTALS

www.woodrentals.com
Call for appointment to view!

61 More than a fib

Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay.
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.

Space for sale.
217-581-2816

1512 A Street / 345-4489

Come back tomorrow to get the scoop on
what’s happening at EIU and in Charleston!
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OVC women’s basketball roundup
By Mark Shanahan
Women’s Basketball Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team is currently second to last in
the Ohio Valley Conference standings, but they still have a ver y
good chance to make the conference tournament in early March.
The Panthers are 7-14 overall
with a record of 3-6 in OVC play
and they have seven games remaining on their schedule. Right
now there is five teams, including
the Panthers, with an identical 3-6
record. Eight teams make it into
the conference tournament and
the current No. 8 seed is Jacksonville State who the Panthers defeated earlier this season.
The conference leader is Belmont who is the only team that
has yet to lose a conference
matchup so far this season. They
are on an 11-game winning streak
and have a record of 17-5 and 9-0
in OVC play.
The rest of the conference has
not been able to get much separation for each other at this point.
In second place is Morehead State
with a 6-3 record in conference
and Austin Peay, Southern Illinois
Edwardsville and Tennessee Tech
follow them with records of 5-4.
The middle of the pack is Murray
State and Eastern Kentucky with

4-4 conference records.
Jacksonville State, Tennessee
State, Southeast Missouri, Eastern and Tennessee-Martin round
out the rest of the conference with
3-6 records. Eastern, like the other 3-6 teams, controls its own
destiny starting with matchups
against Tennessee State and Tennessee Tech this Wednesday and
Saturday.
They get Tennessee-Martin and
Southeast Missouri next week, two
3-6 teams that the Panthers have
beaten this season already. Murray
State, Austin Peay and Southern
Illinois Edwardsville are the final
three teams that the Panthers will
face. Southern Illinois Edwardsville defeated Eastern on Saturday
to push its win streak to four.
Belmont has been very dominate this season and that shows
with them being at the top of 10
statistical categories in the conference. Belmont has had no trouble on offense this season leading
the conference in scoring offense,
scoring margin, field goal percentage, 3-point field goal percentage
and rebounding offense and margin. Darby Maggard has helped
Belmont from the 3-point line
this season as she is leading the
conference in both 3-point field
goal percentage and 3-point field
goals made.

BRYAN BUND | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Coach Debbie Black talks with her team during a time-out in the Panthers’ loss to Southern Illinois Edwardsville
Saturday in Lantz Arena. The Panthers are in ninth place in the OVC.

The leading scorer in the conference is Ke’Shunan James from
Murray State. She averages 19.5
points per game. Senior Erica
Brown is leading the league in rebounding for the Panthers with

8.3 rebounds per game. Junior
Grace Lennox is the conference
leader for minutes played with
38.3 minutes per game.
With still a month to go left in
the season, the standings are still

likely to shake up in the OVC.
Mark Shanahan can be reached at
581-2812 or mmshanahan@eiu.edu.

Men’s tennis continue to struggle this season
By Dillan Schorfheide
Men’s Tennis Reporter | @DEN_Sports
After an 0-2 start to its season,
Eastern’s men’s tennis team lost
two matches Saturday against Indiana University, who hosted the
matches, and University of Illinois
at Chicago.
The two losses gave the team an
0-4 record to start the spring season.
Eastern had a tough time handling pace against Ball Sate University in its match on Jan. 22, so the
team focused on it, especially in
doubles matches, in the week leading up to Saturday.
“I think the work we did in
practice showed in matches because I don’t feel that we lost anywhere because we couldn’t handle
the pace of our opponents,” coach
Samuel Kercheval said.

He said his team took on tough
competition, but they were better
equipped to handle the speed than
last week.
Kercheval said the other focus at
practice last week was keeping high
energy throughout the matches.
The energy from his team was
definitely better Saturday. He said
there was a lot of excitement in the
team’s first match against IU, and
the team came out and competed
well from the beginning.
Before Saturday, the team discussed communicating with each
other and keeping energy, regardless of score. Kercheval said he
thinks his players did a pretty good
job of doing this as well.
The thing Kercheval believes
hurt his team the most was his
team’s handling of their emotions.
“As individuals we became too
worried about missed shots, lost

points and had too much negative
emotion. We have to understand
that losing a point or game is not
a big deal and it will happen every
time out on the court,” Kercheval
said. “College tennis is tough. Everyone is good. Every match is difficult.”
Eastern was shut out by IU 7-0
but scored more points than in
any other match so far this season
against UIC, losing 5-2.
E a s t e r n f re s h m a n Fre d d i e
O’Brien has played well for his
team so far this spring. Against
Ball State, he played its No. 1 player and played a competitive first
set. Against Saint Louis University on Jan. 20, O’Brien won in his
doubles match debut with fellow
freshman Gage Kingsmith.
Saturday, O’Brien battled IU’s
No. 1 player, Antonio Cembellin,
who is nationally ranked and has

points in the Association of Tennis Professionals. O’Brien lost to
Cembellin 7-5, 6-2 after playing
a tough first set again, but picked
up a win against Carl Hedstrom of
UIC in three sets: 6-2, 6-7, 10-7.
Marko Stefan Janjusic, another Eastern freshman, picked up his
second win this spring. He got
his first win in his singles match
against SLU and got the win Saturday against William Wale of UIC
in straight sets, 6-3, 6-3.
Kercheval said there was a lot of
good that came out of Saturday,
and he said his team battled with
IU really well. He told his team afterward that it is OK to be happy
with a performance but that they
cannot be content.
“That is what we all need to understand,” Kercheval said. “We
don’t ever have to be content with
where we are at with our level.”

The Panthers will host Saint
Francis Friday in Champaign. Eastern is considered the “home” team
even though the match will not be
played on the Darling Courts.
That will be the Fighting Saints’
first match of the spring season.
Eastern will not get a break as
they will head to Illinois State Saturday for a dual meet with the
Redbirds.
T h e f i r s t t i m e t h e Pa n t h e r s
will play on the Darling Courts
is March 24. They will be on the
road until then except for one
more match in Champaign
Dillan Schorfheide can be
reached at 581-2812
or dtschorheide@eiu.edu
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Women’s tennis stays undefeated
By Parker Valentine
Women’s tennis reporter|@DEN_Sports
The Panthers continued their hot
start over the weekend in Dayton.
The Panthers started the weekend off
strong on Friday and picked up a win
against host team Dayton (5-2).
Senior Kelly Iden started off the
match notching a win from her No. 1
spot, defeating junior Marlys Bridgham
(6-3, 7-6).
Junior Grace Summers and Freshman Stella Cliffe kept the Panthers on a
hot streak from their No. 2 and 3 spots,
respectively. Summers defeated senior
Alex Townsend (6-1, 6-2) and Cliffe
defeated sophomore Mattea Kilstofte
(6-2, 6-2).
Sophomore Srishti Slaria was defeated in the No. 4 spot in three sets by junior Jade Kawamoto (6-3, 4-6, 1-0).
Senior Maria Moshteva secured the
singles point for the Panthers from
the No. 5 spot defeating junior Jackie
Kawamoto (6-3, 7-5).
Kamile Stadalninkaite finished the
day’s singles action against freshman
Natalie Allen, where she was defeated
(6-3, 6-3).
In doubles competition, Iden continued her strong start to the season alongside Cliffe as they defeated
Bridgham and Kilstofte 6-4.
Summers and Stadalninkaite followed that up with another win against
senior Mandy Marchant and Jade
Kawamoto (6-3).
The Panther defeat in doubles
came as Slaria and Freshman Shelby Anderson were defeated by Allen
and Townsend, though the doubles
point had already been decided for the
match.
“The team has been enjoying the
experience and enjoying competing
which has helped us work as a team,”
coach Emily Wang said.
Although the Panthers have had a
successful start to the spring season, the
team still is trying to find ways to get
better.

FILE PHOTO| THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS

Grace Summers had a dominant win against Wright State Senior Linsey Verstrepen, losing only one game (6-0, 6-1). Summers also won her singles match
against Dayton.

“Regardless of whether we win, we
talk about the good and the bad of the
match and use each competition as an
opportunity to learn,” Wang said.
The next day the Panthers continued
their weekend of competition. They
ended Saturday with a 3-0 record overall after defeating Wright State 5-2.
The doubles points did not go the
Panthers’ way as the Raiders swept doubles competition. What the Panthers
lacked in doubles play, they more than
made up for in singles. The Panthers
dominated singles play on their way to

Saturday’s victory.
Iden starting off the day with a win
is becoming a recurring theme for the
Panthers, as she remains undefeated in
singles play. Iden defeated junior Karoline Haller (6-4, 6-2).
Summers then backed up that performance with a dominant win against
Senior Linsey Verstrepen, losing only
one game (6-0, 6-1).
Cliffe won her match in three sets
after falling in the first against sophomore Taylor Culbertson (3-6, 6-4, 6-4).
Slaria was defeated by sophomore

Haily Morgan after a two-set match
with both sets going to extra games (75, 7-5).
Moshteva notched her win in three
sets defeating senior Elaine Cloern (46, 6-1, 6-3).
Freshman Emily Pugachevsky finished off Saturday’s singles competition.
In her first match of the spring season
Pugachevsky defeated senior Tori Turner (6-2, 6-0).
“We played well, fought hard, and
brought a lot of energy this weekend.
The team has been enjoying the expe-

rience and enjoying competing which
has helped us work as a team,” Wang
said.
The Panthers will be on the move
next weekend as the go from facing
Bradley in Peoria on Saturday, to IUPUI in Indianapolis Sunday. First
match starts at 1 p.m. Saturday and 10
a.m. Sunday at IUPUI.
Parker Valentine can be reached at
581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.

OPINION

Lack of rebounding hurts Panthers in loss
JJ Bullock
Women’s Basketball Reporter
@ DEN_Sports
The Eastern women’s basketball
team was unable to prevent SIUE
from doing what they do best, rebounding and scoring in the paint,
in the Panthers’ 75-59 loss Saturday
at Lantz Arena.
SIUE is the second best team in
the Ohio Valley Conference when
it comes to rebounding margin,
they out-rebound opponents by an
average of 3.4 per game. The Cougars went well beyond this margin
Saturday, out-rebounding the Panthers 38-28.
Eastern had just one player finish with over five rebounds. Erica
Brown had 11, Halle Stull had five,
Jennifer Nehls had three and four
players finished with just one.
SIUE had four players finish
with over five.
“We really didn’t have enough
people going after it on the glass,”
Eastern head coach Debbie Black
said. “I think Erica (Brown) had 11
rebounds, outside of that, maybe
Halle had five and everybody else
had one, one, one, one and we addressed that in the locker room. We
have to get more rebounds. I know
Grace (Lennox) played 40 min-
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Freshman Allison Van Dyke drives to the basket in Saturday’s loss to Southern Illinois Edwardsville in Lantz Arena.
The Panthers’ shooting went cold in the third quarter.

utes and she had one. Allison (Van
Dyke) played 35 minutes and she
had zero. Our guards have to get rebounds too.”
SIUE had a field day scoring
in the paint as well. They had 42

points in the paint, compared to
just 24 by the Panthers.
“This is who they are. We had a
week to work on them. We knew
this. We tried to zone them, we
tried to man them, we tried to

come at them, we tried to press
them. They play high-low all day,”
Black said. “They are not tall in
stature, but they are big. And they
finish around the rim and they
crash the boards.”

Where most of the issues came
for Eastern was in problems matching up with all of the depth off the
Cougar bench.
Micah Jones had 15 points off
the bench for SIUE and Gwen Adams added nine.
“They are a very difficult team to
match up to in a lot of ways. They
bring two in off the bench, Jones
and Adams and they are equally as big as the first two starters,”
Black said. “You have (Donshel)
Beck who leads the league in offensive rebounds. So, its just a difficult team, it’s a real challenge.
I am going to put it at our post
players, they have to take a challenge and we worked on not playing behind, and we got caught behind these post players too much
tonight where we couldn’t do anything. Once we got caught behind
we were in trouble.”
The Panthers were almost able to
get by with the hot shooting in the
first half, but a cold third quarter
put the Panthers a little bit too
far behind.
JJ Bullock can be reached at
581-2812 or jpbullock@eiu.edu.

